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DETAILED ACTION 
Notice to Applicant 

1 . This communication is in response to the amendment filed 6/20/06. Claims 1-2, 
4-7,9-11,13-14,17-21 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-2, 4-7,9-11,13-14, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

4. Claim 1 recites the limitation "the machine readable card" in step b. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claims 2, 4-7,9-11,13-14, and 17 inherit the deficiencies of claim 1 through 
dependency, and are therefore also rejected. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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6. Claims 1,4-6,9,11,13-14, and 18-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable Kimak (USPAP 2005/0187794 A1 ) over Kraftson et al (USPN 6,151 ,581- 
hereinafter Kraftson). 

[claim 1] Kimak discloses a process of forming an electronic medical record, the 
method comprising of the steps of: 

c) arranging the data stream of patient data into a defined data structure 
simulating the protocol structure from a party having authorization to export data to 
the patient's medical record; (par. 47-48, par. 64-65) 

d) sending the formatted data to an assigned location for importing into the 
patient's patient-specific medical record, wherein the elecltrconic medical record 
contains specific information regarding the patient's health (par. 66-67) 

Kimak further disclose obtaining patient information from disparate sources(par. 
68,71) but does note expressly disclose that the data is obtained by providing the 
patient with a machine-readable questionnaire concerning the patient's health. 
Kraftson discloses : 

a) providing the patient with a machine readable questionnaire concerning the 
patient's medical history, environment, symptoms, or other pertinent information for 
answering by the patient; (Figure 2A-2C; 3A-3C; col. 5, line 65-col. 6, line 3, lines 
41-52; col. 11, lines 43-58; col. 14, lines 28-67) 

b) interfacing a machine readable questionnaire card with a scanning type 
machine to convert the patient's written answers to a data stream; (col. 5, lines 1-6; 
col. 6, lines 3-10; Figure 4; col. 14, lines 31-35) 
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At the time of the Applicant's invention, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the method of Kimak with the teaching of Kraftson 
to use paper machine-readable questionnaires to obtain patient information. One 
would have been motivated to include this feature to provide a user friendly, easily 
accessible manner for physicians to monitor patients and their practices, without 
disrupting the physician's practice. (Kraftson: col. 1, lines 58-64) 

[claim 4] Kimak and Kraftson teach the method of claim 1 as explained in the 
rejection of claim 1 . Furthermore, Kraftson teaches a process wherein the machine- 
readable questionnaire includes questions concerning the systems making up the 
human body with designated locations for patient responses and is accomplished 
by a member of the clinical staff. (Figures 2A-C; 3A-C; Figure 13— Receptionist/staff 
helps provide patient questionnaire.) At the time of the Applicant's invention, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the method of 
Kimak with the teaching of Kraftson for the reasons set forth in the rejection of 
claim 1. 

[claim 5] Kimak and Kraftson teach the method of claim 1 as explained in the 
rejection of claim 1 . Kraftson teaches a process wherein the step of interfacing the 
machine- readable card with the scanning type machine is accomplished by a 
member of the clinical staff, (col. 6, lines 1-10; col. 7, lines 3-10; col. 20, lines 5-8, 
lines 43-69 (e.g. Clinical staff member receives E-PDS and downloads the 
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information patient information by connecting to the host device) At the time of the 
Applicant's invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify the method of Kimak with the teaching of Kraftson for the reasons set forth 
in the rejection of claim 1 . 

[claims 6] Kimak discloses a process, further comprising the step of arranging the data 
stream into a defined format structure simulation the protocol of Health Level 7 (HL7) 
(par. 66) 

[claim 9] Kimak teaches a process further comprising a step of receiving the 
formatted data with an interface engine (par. 57-58) and sending it to the database 
containing the patient's electronic medical record, (par. 65-67) 

[claim 11] Kimak and Kraftson teach the process of claim 4 as explained in the 
rejection of claim 4. Furthermore, Kraftson discloses a process wherein the 
machine-readable questionnaire is a paper answer sheet comprised of questions 
with designated areas for patient responses. (Figures 2A-C, col. 7, lines 3-1 1 ). At 
the time of the Applicant's invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify the method of Kimak with the teaching of Kraftson to 
include a paper survey for the motivation provided in the rejection of claims 1 and 
4. 
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[claim 13] Kimak discloses the method of claim 9 wherein said database is any 
database that accepts HL7 or ASTM messaging, (par. 34, par. 66) 

[claim 14] Kimak and Kraftson disclose the method of claim 1 as explained in the 
rejection of claim 1 . Kimak further discloses a process comprising the step of arranging 
the data stream into a defined format structure simulation the protocol of Health Level 7 
(HL7) (par. 66) disclose receiving the data stream from the scanning type device. 
However, at the time of the Applicant's device, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the method of Kimak and Kraftson to accept the data 
stream from the scanning device. One would have been motivated to include this 
feature to facilitate the transfer electronic medical records from heterogeneous sources 
into a central registry. (Kimak: par. 3) 

[claim 18] Kimak disclsoses a method for supplementing a medical record with medical 
information comprising the steps of: 

- communicating the formatted data to an electronic medical record interface and 
adding the information to the patient's personal medical record, wherein the 
patient's personal medical record contains patient specific, clinical information 
regarding the patient's health; and (par. 47, 63-66) 

- presenting the information to a physician as part of the patient's personal 
electronic medical record, (par. 87) 
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Kimak discloses obtaining patient information from disparate sources (par. 68,71) but 
does note expressly disclose that the data is obtained by providing the patient with a 
machine-readable questionnaire concerning the patient's health. 

Kraftson discloses a method of obtaining patient information with information 
submitted by a patient, the method comprising the steps of: 

- receiving from the patient a machine-readable printed form containing 
information about a health status of the patient; (Figures 2A-2C, 3A-3C,13; 
col. 5, line 65-col. 6, line 3; col. 11, lines 43-58; col. 14, lines 28-67) 

- electronically scanning the printed form to convert the information to machine 
processable data and communicate the data to a computer; (Figures 1 and 4; 
col. 7, lines 3-10) 

- formatting the machine-processable data with the computer so that the data is in 
a form that may be communicated to an electronic medical record; (col. 7, lines 
6-10;col. 9, lines 32-49; col. 13, lines 59-61) 

At the time of the Applicant's invention, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the method of Kimak with the teaching of Kraftson 
to use paper machine-readable questionnaires to obtain patient information. One 
would have been motivated to include this feature to provide a user friendly, easily 
accessible manner for physicians to monitor patients and their practices, without 
disrupting the physician's practice. (Kraftson: col. 1, lines 58-64) 
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[claim 19, 21] Kimak discloses presenting the patient's electronic medical record to the 
physician, before the patient visits the doctor to apprise the physician of the patient's 
health status in the patient's absence, (par. 47,76, and 86). However, Kimak does note 
expressly disclose that the data is obtained from a questionnaire or that the 
questionnaire is mailed to a patient prior to an appointment. Kraftson discloses a 
method, further comprising the step of mailing the form to the patient prior to the 
appointment; and (col. 1 1 , lines 9-13— Patients see doctors for the first time or on an 
ongoing basis to update information and may opt to fill out survey prior to any of their 
appts.) At the time of the Applicant's invention, it would have been to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify the method of Kimak with the the teaching of Kraftson to mail a 
form/questionnaire to the patient to be completed before and appointment. As 
suggested by Kimak, one would have been motivated to include this feature to allow the 
point of care providers to become more informed and to become part of a network is 
updated with medical (e.g. immunization ) information, (par. 47) 

[claim 20] The limitations of claim 20 are substantially similarly to claims 14 and 18. As 
such, claim 20 is addressed by the rejections of claims 14 and 18, and incorporated 
herein. 



7. Claims 2, 10, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kimak and Kraftson as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Oyama et al 
(USPN 5,496,175). 
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[claims 2 and 10] Kimak and Kraftson teaches a system/method of gathering 
and entering patient data into a patient database using professional staff 
members, (col. 7, lines 3-1 1 ) but does not expressly disclose inputting information 
using a microcomputer compatible keyboard. Oyama discloses a questionnaire 
system wherein data gathering and input of questionnaire/survey data occurs 
using PC's with keyboards (col. 6, lines 21-36) At the time of the Applicant's 
invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
the method/system of Kraftson with the teaching of Oyama to allow manual input 
of data using a keyboard. As suggested by Oyama, one would have been 
motivated to include these features to increase the diversity of information that 
may be input into the system from the questionnaire data. (col. 1 , line 55-col. 2, 
line 2). 

[claim 17] Kimak and Kraftson teach a process wherein the computer processor 
is a standard PC (col. 8, lines 60-63; col. 19, lines 21-25). Kimak and Kraftson do 
not expressly disclose the specifications of the computer. However, Applicant 
provides no explanation in the specification as to why the recited specifications (32 
MB of hard drive space and a processor capable of operating at 100 MHz) provide 
an advantage over other processor speeds and memory requirements. Moreover, it 
is respectfully submitted that at the time of the applicant's invention, a hard drive 
with at least 32 MB of memory and a processor with at least a 100 MHz processor 
were well known in the computer arts. At the time of the Applicant's invention, it 
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would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include a computer 
with at least 32 MB of hard drive memory and at least a 100 MHz processor speed 
in the system of Kraftson and Oyama in combination with the motivation of making 
the method available to medical practices and individuals with limited computer 
resources. 

8. Claim 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kimak and Kraftson as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Applicant's 
Admission of prior art (page 8, lines 6-8 of 6/20/06 Applicant's response.) 
[claim 7] 

Kimak and Kraftson disclose the method of claim 1 as explained in the 
rejection of claim 1 . Kraftson discloses a survey system and method for obtaining 
patient information from a questionnaire (Figure 2A-2C; col. 5, line 65-col. 6, line 3) 
and converting the obtained information into a data stream (col. 6, line 5-10; col. 7, 
lines 3-10; Figure 4), but does not expressly disclose the specific formats that are 
accommodated by the system. However, it is noted that HL7, ANSI, and ASTM are 
well known in the art for establishing transmitting and formatting standards for data. 
At the time of the Applicant's invention, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the method/system of Kimak and Kraftson in 
combination to accommodate HL7, ANSI or ASTM protocol standards. One would 
have been motivated to include this feature to facilitate the transmission, storage, 
and analysis of patient data, as suggested by Kraftson (col. 2, lines 56-63). 



Application/Control Number: 09/802,546 
Art Unit: 3626 



Page 1 1 



Response to Arguments 



9. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-2, 4-7,9-11,13-14,17-21 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rachel L. Porter whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
6775. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on (571) 272-6776. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 



RP 




C. LUKE GILLIGAN 
PATENT EXAMINER 



